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OUR MISSION AND VISION
The Coastal Bend Community Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. The Mission of the Foundation is to improve the quality of life
in the Coastal Bend by building community endowment and addressing social, educational, environmental and cultural needs through the
awarding of grants and scholarships.
The Foundation’s Vision is to provide the Coastal Bend with:
• Efficient gift options to meet donors’ charitable wishes,
• Effective grants to charitable organizations and scholarships
to students, and

• Ethical leadership to promote and enhance area philanthropy.
The Foundation was established in 1981 as a project of the Corpus
Christi Chamber of Commerce with a donation from the Paul and Mary
Haas Foundation. Through additional donations and a history of stewardship, these assets have grown to over $72.5 million as of September
30, 2016. The Foundation has given almost $97 million in grants to
charitable organizations and scholarships to students since it was founded. The Foundation serves Aransas, Bee, Jim Wells, Kleberg, Nueces,
Refugio and San Patricio counties.
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A Message from the Board Chair
Susan Hutchinson
It has been my great honor and privilege to serve
a second year as the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Coastal Bend Community Foundation.
It has reinforced my commitment to the mission of
the Foundation to “improve the quality of life in the
Coastal Bend by building community endowment
and addressing social, educational, environmental
and cultural needs through the awarding of grants
and scholarships.”
While it is this mission that originally got me involved in the Coastal Bend Community Foundation,
it has been my time serving with the generous Board
members and the extraordinary staff of the Foundation that has kept me inspired to continue to promote
the work of the Foundation. I can say unconditionally that any donor to the Foundation can be assured
that their contributions will be handled with the
highest level of stewardship, integrity, and wisdom.
By utilizing all the unique and diverse talents of its
Board of Directors, the Foundation makes certain
that the greatest good is done for the largest and most
needy sectors of our community.
While an organization could be tempted to choose

to set modest goals to assure modest success, the
Coastal Bend Community Foundation sets bold
goals and refuses to be satisfied with taking the easy
path. There is no better evidence than this year’s
Coastal Bend Day of Giving when the Foundation
gathered a record-setting total of $750,000 in contributions to be made available for matching by individual donors.
As an estate planning attorney who counsels clients
who have concerns about how to turn their philanthropic intentions into action, I rely on the unique
opportunity that the Coastal Bend Community Foundation provides for each client to have the greatest
impact during their life and to leave the most meaningful legacy at their death. These are decisions of
the heart as well as the mind, and the Foundation
takes seriously its role as a partner in the process.
The peace of mind of my clients is an enormous
by-product of the good done by the Foundation.
I close with renewed confidence in the words from
Theodore Roosevelt that I offered to you at this time
last year: “Do what you can, with what you have,
where you are.” And let the Coastal Bend Community Foundation be your partner in all that you do!
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A Message from the CBCF President & CEO
Karen W. Selim
In preparation to write for the Coastal Bend Community Foundation’s 35th Anniversary Annual
Report, I “Googled” 1981 to help me recall what
had occurred in the world the year that the Coastal Bend Community Foundation was established.
In 1981, there were several “firsts” – Sandra Day
O’Connor became the first woman justice on the
U.S. Supreme Court, IBM launched its first personal computer, and the Centers for Disease Control first recognized what would become AIDS.
Also in 1981, Greece joined the European Union,
Ronald Reagan was sworn in as U.S. President,
and 52 Americans held hostage in Iran for 444
days were freed. It strikes me that as much as
things change – compare an Apple iPhone 7 to the
IBM model number 5150 – many things have not.
In these pages you will read a summary of the
past 35 years and what the Foundation has done
in that time to fulfill its mission, “to improve the
quality of life in the Coastal Bend.” When I came
to work at the Foundation, I visited a local lawyer who had been involved with the Foundation
since its inception. I was telling him about our investments, board, projects, and the growth of our
assets. But, I’ll never forget what he said to me,
“The real story of the Foundation is how much
money it has paid out in grants and scholarships
to help people.” That is exactly what the Foundation does – uses its assets to make life better
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for our friends, neighbors and those in need. And
through this 35th year that number paid in grants
and scholarships is almost $97 million, a truly
amazing and incredible amount.
I am confident that you and your family have been
touched by the Coastal Bend Community Foundation – whether through a student’s scholarship, or
a grant to one of the many arts and cultural organizations in our area, or the Coastal Bend Day of
Giving providing help to those who are the neediest among us. This is possible only through the
individual gifts made to the Foundation over the
past 35 years. Fortunately, many donors over the
years have considered the Coastal Bend Community Foundation as “their” foundation and reaped
the benefits of working together to be a positive
force for good in our region.
I want to thank Susan Hutchinson for serving a
two year term as the Foundation’s Board Chair.
She has provided me always with exceptional and
sound guidance, and is truly an ambassador for
this organization.
As always, if there is anything I can do to help you
or to answer questions about the work we do at
the Coastal Bend Community Foundation, please
call me.

CONFIRMED

Almost $97 M
Total grants and
scholarships awarded by
all funds of CBCF during
its 35-year history.

In 2008, CBCF was confirmed in compliance with the
National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations, an
industry seal of approval. In 2015, CBCF received
reconfirmation for the next five years.

ONE HUNDRED
FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS
The gift from Paul and Mary Haas Foundation given
in 1981, which established the operations of the Coastal
Bend Community Foundation.

Cecil E. Burney Humanitarian
Award Fund, Harry Porter
Memorial Fund, E.B. Cole Fund
The first three endowments at CBCF.

1981
The year CBCF received its tax
exempt status from the
Internal Revenue Service,
allowing it to accept and
receipt charitable donations.

Coastal Bend Day of Giving
In November 2009, nine area Foundations initiated a matching gift program
in response to the need for food and shelter in the Coastal Bend. Additional,
successful Days of Giving have been held every year since then. The eight
events, each only 24 hours in duration, have raised almost $9.5 million
for nonprofits providing basic services to the needy, over
$2.1 million of the total was raised in 2016 alone.

CBCF LEADERSHIP THROUGH THE YEARS
As every great country has a great leader, the same has held true for CBCF. Under the direction of CBCF’s leaders, for 35 years the Foundation has administered many funds for donors and organizations, distributing grants to nonprofits and scholarships to students according to the donors’ wishes. Their leadership
has steered CBCF through many changes, making CBCF a successful organization with the highest integrity, ethics and stewardship, ensuring the promotion of
philanthropy in the Coastal Bend today and well into the future.

Dr. Dana Williams (August 1981 – May 1998)

Mr. Kent Williams (March 2005 – July 2010)

Selected as the first Executive Director of the
Coastal Bend Community Foundation, Dr. Williams was its longest serving Executive – over 16
years.

Mr. Williams managed more change during his five
years at CBCF. In 2008, he secured the Council
on Foundations National Standards Certification,
indicating that the Coastal Bend Community Foundation met the highest standards for philanthropic
excellence, a certification CBCF continues to hold.
As part of this process, policies and procedures
were developed and board term limits were implemented, strengthening the Foundation to ensure its
continued prosperity.

What initially started as a project of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce, funded by
$150,000 grant from the Paul and Mary Haas
Foundation, Dr. Williams advanced the “idea” of
a Community Foundation within the Coastal Bend
area and developed the Organization’s reputation,
which enabled the Foundation’s assets to grow to
$14.4 million at the end of December 1997 shortly
before the end of his term.
Under his leadership, the Foundation received its first unrestricted funds from
Starr Pope, Starr Pope, Jr. and Ned and Carol Dewey, which provided for the
Fall grant process. The Foundation also received its largest gifts of $18 million
from Ed Harte, which allowed the first $7 million in grants to be awarded from
the fund.
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Spring grants were initiated in 2005 with a
$100,000 award given to the Coastal Bend Bays
and Estuaries Foundation for its Learning on the
Edge program, which is still in existence today. In response to the economic
downturn in 2008-09, Mr. Williams brought area foundations together to create the Coastal Bend Day of Giving to strengthen human services nonprofits by
encouraging individual philanthropy.

Mr. Jim Moloney (March 1998 – July 2004)

Mrs. Karen Selim (July 2010 – Present)

Mr. Moloney led the Coastal Bend Community
Foundation to continued success during his six
year tenure. With more donors and funds, Mr. Moloney saw the need for a simpler process of keeping donor and financial data up-to-date rather than
manual bookkeeping and implemented the Financial Information Management System program,
which is still used today by CBCF staff.

Mrs. Selim has brought additional, positive changes to the Foundation. At the beginning of her
tenure as President & CEO, the Haas Foundation
merged into the Foundation, making a “full circle”
from their original, founding gift. Mrs. Selim has
doubled the gifts and asset value of the Foundation
and has grown the Coastal Bend Day of Giving
funds raised by over 380%.

As the Foundation’s assets grew, it was important
to hire investment professionals to assist CBCF in
portfolio management. Through a rigorous process, investment consultants Larry Thompson &
Associates of Dallas were hired in 2003. An additional Ed Harte gift of $7 million was made during his tenure, which allowed
grants of $15 million to be made from that fund.

She established Special Grants, which have
strengthened nonprofits through targeted grants for
infrastructure, education, arts and youth. She also
implemented online grant and scholarship applications, making the process easier for staff and applicants. During her time, complimentary training seminars have been offered
to nonprofits, providing tools to better serve those they help in the community.
Mrs. Selim increased marketing and has raised public awareness while reducing
operation expenses to .85% of assets. With honesty, integrity and transparency,
she has ensured the Foundation operates with the highest standards.

Each year seven out of
10 Americans donate to
at least one charitable
cause.

CBCF FUNDS AT WORK IN 2016
Types of Funds offered at
CBCF
Thanks to the donors who give generously
to the funds managed by CBCF, over $3
million was awarded in grants and scholarships in 2016. To learn more about ways to
give back to the Coastal Bend Community,
contact the Foundation at 361.882.9745.
• Designated – for a specific nonprofit
• Scholarship – for students at any educational level or institution
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The Coastal Bend Community Foundation recently received the
Superintendent’s Circle Lifetime Award for donations exceeding
$50,000 made to the Corpus Christi Education Foundation. Honored at its annual Donor Reception were outstanding partners
whose significant contributions support students and educators in
the Corpus Christi Independent School District.

• Advised – for current projects recommended by the donor
• Field of Interest – for a geographical
location or funding area; e.g. Bee County, education, the arts, etc.
• Unrestricted – for supporting charitable
needs as determined by CBCF.

Opening an Agency
Endowment
For the nonprofit, the process of opening
an Agency Endowment is simple and can
be done in less than a day. A member of
our staff will assist in taking these easy
steps:
• Complete a simple governing document
• Select a name for the fund
• Make an establishing gift
Once the fund is established additional
contributions may be made at any time.
CBCF has Agency Endowment Funds for
the 26 nonprofits shown on the right. A
current gift or a legacy gift may be made
to CBCF to provide additional endowment
money for any of these charities. Agency
Endowment Funds provide for the longterm financial health of these organizations.

2016 GIVING BY LOCATION
Rest of
Texas, 5.0%

Rest of
Texas, 5.0%

USA , 3.8%
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CBCF Area,
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Dr. Roland Hernandez

CBCF Area,
91.2%

CCISD Superintendent
of Schools

Karen Wesson
CBCF Director
of Scholarships

Gina Prince

Corpus Christi Education
Foundation Board Chair

Agency Endowment Funds
AIM Hospice Center			
Amistad Community Health Center		
Aransas County ISD Education Foundation
Art Center of Corpus Christi			
Art Museum of South Texas			
Boy Scouts of America, South Texas Council
CASA of the Coastal Bend			
Coastal Bend Kidney Foundation		
Coastal Bend Wellness Foundation		
Corpus Christi Hope House			
Corpus Christi Metro Ministries		
Corpus Christi State School			
Food Bank of Corpus Christi			

Friends of the Conner Museum
HALO-Flight, Inc.
Harbor Playhouse
Kingsville-St. Gertrude Church and School
Nueces County MH-MR Community Center
Rio Grande Valley Museum
Rockport Art Association
Rotary Club of Corpus Christi
Sinton Rotary Club – Tom F. Ivey & James F. Tracy, Sr. Funds
South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center
South Texas Public Broadcasting
Wildlife in Focus
YWCA of Corpus Christi
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GRANTS THROUGH THE YEARS

event, as part of CBCF’s thirtieth anniversary “Spring for the Arts” Special Grant.

EDUCATION

Grants to area nonprofits were first awarded
from board-directed funds in 1983. One of
the first grants awarded by CBCF, in August
1983, was a $3,000 grant to the Food Bank of
Corpus Christi to aid in its first year of operations. The grant was funded by the Corpus
Christi Exploration Company Foundation
Fund on the recommendation of the CBCF
board. Since that first grant, CBCF has
awarded almost $320,000 to the Food Bank
from board directed funds toward truck purchases, programs such as its award winning
“Diabetes Hands On” and general support.

ARTS

CBCF grants to visual and performing
arts, as well as to area museums have entertained and inspired.
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• Among other grants totaling almost
$250,000 to the Corpus Christi Symphony, CBCF funded the inaugural “Pops in
the Park”, the Symphony’s signature 		

The Foundation has long understood the
importance of an educated citizenry in
improving the quality of life in the Coastal Bend.

• The “Training for the Trades” 2013 Special Grant awarded $100,000 in scholarship
monies to area community colleges and
trade schools for adults to further their education in various trades – culinary/hospitality, electrical, welding and others – to seek
better jobs to provide for their families.
• Since the Corpus Christi Literacy Council
received a $1,000 grant in 1987 for program support, over $325,000 has funded
programs for area adult literacy programs,
allowing their clients the opportunity to
read with pride to their children, obtain better employment and in some cases, become
United States citizens.

ENVIRONMENT
Sam Houston said, “Texas is the finest portion of the globe that has ever blessed my
vision”. From its earliest granting, CBCF
has sought to preserve and protect the
Coastal Bend environment and inspire others to do the same.

• In 1990, CBCF
awarded one of
its larger grants $25,000 - to the Texas State Aquarium
for its building that
opened the same
year.
Since then,
over $250,000 has
been awarded to the
Aquarium for exhibits, family days
and
educational
programs for area
youth.
• Knowing that our
family
pets
are
“man’s best friends”,
CBCF has supported spay/neuter
and adoption programs totaling over
$175,000 to area animal nonprofits.

HEALTH

Health - Recognizing the importance of
good health, CBCF has awarded grants for
medical, counseling and rehabilitation programs.

• The Behavioral Health Center of Nueces
County (formerly MHMR) received its
first grant from CBCF in 1984 - $3,150

for a computer and support items. Over
$150,000 in annual grants has been awarded to the Center since then for programs to
improve the quality of life for clients and
their families.
• Understanding the need for uninsured/under-insured working residents to have a
regular physician, in 2007 CBCF joined the
Kenedy Memorial and Howell Foundations
to provide $300,000 for start-up costs for
the Mission of Mercy Mobile Health Clinic.
This year, Mission of Mercy will provide
over 3,000 patient visits and prescription
assistance at five mobile clinic sites.

Human Services and First United Methodist
Church’s Senior Assisting Senior program
have received funding to assist very-lowincome seniors, many living on less than
$1,000/month, with critical needs including
utilities assistance, minor repairs and medical needs. Grants to the Area Agency on
Aging have allowed respite for caregivers
and classes to prevent falls.

HUMAN SERVICES

FAMILIES

Support for families, including youth
and the elderly represents a significant
percentage of CBCF annual grants.
• Over $725,000 has been awarded to area
Boys and Girls Clubs through annual
grants since 1983. These funds have provided after-school and summer activities,
homework help, arts and science programs,
athletics and much, much more for at-risk
youth.
• Grants totaling over $4.3 million from the
J. Kelly and Nell Loving Cain fund, awarded as part of CBCF’s board-directed grants
since 1988, have allowed area residents who
are part of the Greatest Generation to live
in dignity. Nueces County Department of

Funding nonprofits that provide shelter, food and other assistance continues
to be a major focus in CBCF granting.
Raising-up those in need improves the
quality of life for all of us.
• 2008 was a difficult year in the Coastal Bend
as well as in our country. Record high gasoline prices and other issues caused a cascade of problems that resulted in residents
flooding into shelters, food pantries and
other assistance agencies. Caught off guard
by the sudden increase, many nonprofits
found costs doubled at a time donations
were falling. In August 2008, CBCF awarded “Hungry and Homeless” grants totaling
$50,000 to seven human services agencies
to address this immediate need.
• Area shelters have received funding since
the early 1980s. Support for shelters including Corpus Christi Metro Ministries, Good

Samaritan Rescue Mission, Salvation Army
and Women’s Shelter totals over $600,000.
In addition to offering the homeless – who
are often families with children – a safe
place to stay, nonprofits also provide employment and daycare assistance and counseling to allow their clients to get back on
their feet.
• Youth who are removed from dangerous
family situations tug at the heart; sometimes they are rescued with little more than
the clothes on their back. CBCF support for
agencies such as Ark Assessment Center
and Emergency Shelter for Youth, Foster
Angels, CASA, Children’s Advocacy Center and others provides at-risk children with
loving care and advocates to speak for their
best interests.
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Past Scholarship Recipient Highlights
In 2006, Marlana Salmon-Letelier was
awarded the A. Joseph Huerta “PUEDO” Scholarship. She attended the
University of Texas in Austin, earning
an undergraduate degree with majors
in Business Honors, International Business, and Spanish.
As a student, she perfected her Spanish
studying abroad for a year in Chile and
Argentina. She strongly believed youth
could be changed by the societal changes in the world, thus wanting to learn more in the area of education. As a senior she worked
for Citizen Schools, an after-school program working with economically disadvantaged middle school students.
After completing her undergraduate degree, she taught through
Teach for America in Bridgeport, Connecticut for two years. One
of the highlights was starting a World Culture Club, which allowed
a group of at-risk students to participate in a life-changing experience in Europe thanks to funding from Hilton Honors.
She continued her education at Harvard University, graduating
with a Masters degree with a concentration in Multiculturalism
and Religion in Education. She is currently attending Teachers
College at Columbia University completing her Doctorate and frequently travels to Nigeria, the setting for her dissertation research.

Did you know?
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An ideal way to celebrate the life of someone
is through a gift in their name. Not only does
your gift honor the individual, it also enables
Coastal Bend Community Foundation to
support the community. To learn how you
can join the CBCF family, visit
www.cbcfoundation.org or call the
Foundation at 361.882.9745.

As a recipient of the Manuel Hernandez Scholarship in 1998, Chastity
Harmon was able to attend Boston
College. “The award was a great help
financially,” says Chastity. “If I had
not received the scholarship, I would
not have had the additional support I
received.”
While at Boston College, she was fortunate to keep in touch with the Hernandez Scholarship Fund founder and his family, who lived in
Massachusetts. They helped her adjust to college life and were a
support system while she away from home. At times, challenges
crossed her path but that did not deter Chastity from achieving
her goal.
She enjoyed her experience at Boston College, finding the
coursework interesting, meeting some of her closest friends, and
growing in ways she never thought possible. She received her
degree in Business Administration with a concentration in Human Resources Management and a minor in Psychology.
After graduation, she started her career at The Gillette Company
and is currently working for Praxair as the Manager of University Relations, building relationships with universities across the
country to identify top new hires. She has served on the Big
Sister Association Young Professionals Board in Boston and the
ACE Program Board in Houston. “Being able to help children
has been a privilege and I plan to continue as I know the positive impact it has; I want to share my story and inspire people to
dream, make goals, and be driven to achieve them,” says Chastity. Beginning in 2016, Chastity serves on the Manuel Hernandez Scholarship selection committee.

Over 100 Scholarships Offered
The Coastal Bend Community Foundation is privileged to administer over 100 scholarship funds. Students in the Foundation’s seven-county service area are
given the opportunity to receive financial support and reach their goals of pursuing the career of their dreams. This year a total of almost $400,000 was awarded
in scholarships.
In 2012, a single ONLINE application process was initiated simplifying the ability of students to apply for any of the 50+ scholarships for which they meet the
criteria. The ONLINE application is available on the CBCF website annually each year December 15 – March 1. The other 50+ INDIVIDUAL scholarships have
paper applications and an outside scholarship committee recommends to CBCF their chosen recipients.
In 2011, the Coastal Bend Community Foundation held its first annual Scholarship Brunch (now held in June each year) giving both scholarship recipients and
their families and donors the opportunity to meet one another.

Scholarships
Alejandro (Alex) Abecia “Reaching High”
Beverly Acock Memorial
Anderson Family Endowed
Alejandro Antonio “Tony” Balboa Memorial
Zachary Barriger Memorial
Bean-Dirks Memorial
O.J. Beck, Jr. Memorial
Beecroft Family
Reverend E.F. Bennett, Jr.
Marion Luna Brem/Pat McNeil Health & Education
Barry Martin Brown Memorial
Cecil E. Burney
Caller-Times/Citgo So. Tx. Distinguished Scholars
JoAnn and C.W. Carpenter Endowed
Coastal Bend Community Foundation General
Coastal Bend SHRM
Community Scholarship for Achievement
C.C.I.S.D. Dual Credit
C.C.I.S.D. Dist. Teacher Fellowship
C.O.A.S.T. Healthcare
Corpus Christi Estate Planning Council
Justin Cox “Beat the Odds” Memorial
Justin Cox “Beat the Odds” Middle School Incentive
Kassie Michelle Crowder
Cy Fair Youth
Derek Dean Soccer
Doraine “Pursuit of Educational Excellence”
Jay and Rheba Downes Memorial
Cletis Dulin Memorial
John R. Eidson, Jr. ‘38
E. ON Climate & Renewables North America Higher
Education for San Patricio County – Papalote Creek
E. ON Climate & Renewables North America Higher
Education for Willacy County – Magic Valley

EWI Bobbi Sims
Barney Flynn Memorial
Capt. Dan & Barney Flynn
Ann Jordan Gartner Memorial
Hazel and Bill Gayle Memorial
Melissa Ann (Missy) Guerra
Mark Todd Hale Memorial Criminal Justice
Mary and Bill Hamrick
Manuel Hernandez, Jr. Memorial
Allison D’Ann Higginbotham Memorial
Richard King
Leatrice J. Koch
Casey Laine Armed Forces
Sue Kay Lay Memorial
Leadership Corpus Christi
Glen LeBleu Education
Dennis Lee Memorial
London PTO
Lillion Effie Luehrs
Martha L. Luigi Choral
Martha Mahany Memorial Athletic
Brian and Colleen Miller Math and Science
Mirador Employee
Mystery of the Blue Rose
Govind and Bhakti Nadkarni Engineering
Nueces County Junior Livestock Show
Edna W. Ocker
Sand Dollar Scholarship of the Optimist Fdn.
JS (Jack and Shirley) Pagan
Olga Paul
Jimmie Ruth Picquet
Harry Porter Memorial

A. Joseph Huerta “PUEDO”
J.J. Rains Memorial
W.B. Ray H.S. Class of ’56 Averill Johnson
W. B. Ray H.S. Class of 1958 Memorial
W.B. Ray Class of 2014 Global Citizen
Cissy Reynolds-Perez – HEB Excellence in Education
Rooke Foundation Endowed
Myrtle Wakeland Roper/Leola Garrett
Rotary Club of Corpus Christi Foundation
Rebecca Renee Sanchez Memorial
San Patricio & Aransas County A&H
Kevin Saunders Wheelchair Success
Seaman Family
Traylor Dixon Sell, Jr.
Terry Shamsie
Dorothy W. Sigler
Roy Smith Memorial
Jim Springer Memorial
Raymond Stearns “Once a Buc Always a Buc”
Richard L. Strawn Accounting
Gerald “The Brick” Sutherland
Talbert Family Memorial
Technical Trade Aransas County I.S.D.
Joe D. Trevino, Jr. Memorial
United Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce
Foundation Military Legacy
Hon. Norman L. Utter Memorial
Faye & Rendell C. Webb, Jr.
Faye Webb
Wilbern Family
Dr. Dana Williams Teacher Education
Chase Wilson Memorial 4-H
Misty Wimberly Memorial
Laura Woodman Memorial
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JOANN AND C.W. CARPENTER ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP

Husband establishes scholarship to honor CCISD counselor
On February 3, 2016, JoAnn Carpenter passed away after a long illness at the age of 84.
In June 2016, her husband of 65 years, C.W. Carpenter established the JoAnn and C.W.
Carpenter Endowed Scholarship to honor her legacy of 37 years as a counselor in Corpus
Christi high schools. JoAnn loved her job and her students, and made it her mission to
help these students find scholarships enabling them reach their goal of obtaining a college
education. C.W. Carpenter remembers JoAnn always saying that one day she was going to
pay for “her” students’ financial aid. Through the years, C.W. watched and applauded her
tireless search for scholarships. The scholarship will be for graduating high school seniors
from CCISD, with an unweighted GPA between 80 and 90 who demonstrate financial need.
In 2017, $4,000 will be awarded to one student and paid over eight semesters.

New Scholarships
Corpus Christi Estate Planning Council

Raymond Stearns “Once a Buc Always a Buc”

This online scholarship was established to assist graduating
Coastal Bend area high school seniors or current college students
attending Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi or Del Mar
College who plan a career similar to those of members of the Estate Planning Council. Students must major in business, finance,
accounting, or a pre-law course of study. The award amount will
vary annually.

Established in memory of Raymond Stearns by his son,
John Stearns, this online scholarship is available to graduating Roy Miller High School seniors. Students must complete a special essay entitled “What lessons for success have
you learned in your years at Roy Miller High School?” The
scholarship award is $1,000.

United Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce Foundation Military Legacy
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Established in honor of the men and women in uniform from the Coastal Bend, this online scholarship assists graduating high school
seniors or current college students who are either active duty military personnel or honorably discharged U.S. veterans. Their
spouse, child or dependent may also apply. The student may attend any accredited university or college and pursue any major. Applicants must also demonstrate financial need and provide proof of the described military service to the Coastal Bend Community
Foundation. The award amount will vary annually.

Kids Go to Camp 2!
In the “old days”, summer camps were places to sleep overnight in a
cabin, enjoy nature next to a lake and sing songs around a campfire
with new friends while making s’mores. While overnight camps still
exist, many summer camps are now “day” camps, offering kids fun
activities closer to home.
In 2015, the “Kids Go to Camp!” Special Grant was initiated to
provide low-income, at-risk youth the opportunity to attend area
summer camps that other youth may take for granted. As curious
minds begin to develop at an early age, the thought was to expose
the campers to activities that might spark an interest in a life goal.
The 2015 camp was such a success the camp was continued in 2016.
This summer over 1,000 youth participated in “Kids Go to Camp 2!”.
Grants were given to 15 local nonprofits to provide scholarships to underserved youth. In collaboration with the
Food Bank, scholarship campers were provided tasty, nutritious lunches and snacks. The campers participated in
many activities, exposing them to first time experiences such as horseback riding, kayaking, painting, sculpting,
writing and acting. As Joe Miller, director of the TAMU-CC Outdoor Adventure camp, noted, “Several participants who were lifelong residents of the Coastal Bend had never been across the JFK Causeway, visited the beach
or gone fishing. Only one had ever been kayaking. This opportunity was one they will never forget.”

KGTC 3!
Coming
in 2017!

Not only did the participants enjoy the camps, but their families have
outreach activities offered by the nonprofits. Dianna Bluntzer
the Art Center of Corpus Christi indicated that many of the
return to attend other free family programming as they have
participate in creative activity. She stated, “Connecting genart-making is a simple way to create a stronger communiwho are more tolerant and more compassionate.”

continued to attend
Sherman, Director of
scholarship families
a real desire to
erations through
ty with residents
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What started as a matching gift program to assist human services
nonprofits impacted by the 2008-09 downturn in the economy,
has become a signature event for the community, raising funds
for area nonprofits that shelter, feed and improve the health of our
neighbors most in need.
Through eight Coastal Bend Days of Giving, each only 24 hours
in duration, the community has joined together to raise almost
$9.5 million. As over 75% of donations each year have been $100
or less, the event proves that everyone can be a philanthropist!
The Coastal Bend Day of Giving is a collaborative effort among
the matching funders, the participating nonprofits and area media and businesses, each playing a crucial part in the success of
the event:
• Participating nonprofits reach out to the public, especially
through social media, to recruit donors for their cause;
• The matching funders, 23 in 2016, provide individual
donors with incentive in the form of doubled donations
(up to the match total).
• Area media sponsors KIII-TV and “Corpus Christi Caller-Times” educate viewers/readers about the nonprofits in
the days leading up the event and pull out the stops on
the Day. Local businesses also support the Day by donating billboard space, calendar event posts and more.

37,737
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What is the benefit to the Coastal Bend? Thanks to the generosity
of area residents, many thousands have been assisted in some way
by a participating nonprofit – over 35,000 in 2016 alone. Nonprofits have raised awareness of their programs. Voluntarism has
increased as more people get involved. In many ways, the Coastal Bend Day of Giving has touched us all.
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615 N. Upper Broadway, Suite 1950
Corpus Christi, TX 78401
Phone 361-882-9745
Fax 361-882-2865
www.cbcfoundation.org

THANK YOU for 35 Years!
With your support, the Coastal Bend Community
Foundation improves the quality of life for everyone
in the communities we serve.

The Coastal Bend Community Foundation has been giving back to the community since shortly after its formation in 1981. We assist donors to give grants and scholarships that help Coastal Bend residents improve their lives
and the lives of the people around them. The Foundation
looks to the future to better prepare for the growing needs
of our ever-changing community. We have grown tremendously in the past 35 years thanks to the generosity of
our donors. We will continue to grow and give for as long
as the community and our nonprofit partners need us.

